BEACONHOUSE EXPANSION, ALIGNMENT AND NEW
STRUCTURE FOR OUR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS
Dear Parents,
Firstly, I hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well in
these difficult times, I am sorry not to have met you all in person yet as
my plans to do so have been stalled by the MCO. I hope this can be
rectified soon when we will be holding a Parents Forum in school.
Meanwhile we are delighted to announce some exciting new
developments for Beaconhouse and in particular for our Newlands
International School.
May I briefly introduce myself. My background in Education goes back
over 40 years now and I consider Malaysia as my home. I first visited
your beautiful country in 1994 and bought my first home here in 2002.
After serving in some great schools in the UK in a variety of senior
positions I started opening and managing International schools in 2005
and have worked throughout Asia since as CEO, COO, Chairman of
Governors, Director of Education and Headmaster.This has included
periods in Kazakhstan, China, Singapore and Malaysia where I was
CEO of the Tenby Group and Chief Education officer and Acting CEO
for GEMS.
I am delighted to be part of the Beaconhouse family as the Regional
Director for Southeast Asia. We have 14 great schools in Malaysia and
Newlands is a very important school in the group. I have taken time
since January to analyse our position in the market carefully and to look
at our Educational provision for your children. I hope to use my
extensive experience in Education to bring further improvements, new
concepts and developments to this globally renowned and successful
Beaconhouse Schools Group.
In line with our overall expansion in which we will soon be opening other
new schools in the Klang Valley and we would like to introduce a new
structure for Newlands and an alignment with our other international
school.
Our Principal Jarlath Madine will be outlining a new, extended and more comprehensive school day programme along with a
number of exciting new and innovative developments including a more intensive provision for Mandarin and much wider
transport pick up and drop off options for your children. We are also introducing a new fee structure in line with our Sri Inai
International School and announcing the opening of new Nursery and Reception classes in the school. Newlands will be very
different and we celebrate that!
You, as our loyal and much valued parents are our greatest supporters and ambassadors and we hope that you will pass on
the news of our exciting developments in Newlands to your wider family and friends. I look forward to meeting you all soon
and to discussing all this with you and answering any questions you may have.
All good wishes and please take care.
Alister Bartholomew
JUNE 2020

THE ALL NEW
BEACONHOUSE
NEWLANDS
INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL
OUR MISSION
Is to deliver an engaging, value
rich, broad and balanced 'British
International Education
Programme' to children by highly
qualified and experienced
International and National
teachers.

OUR VISION

Dear Parents,
I would like to say a very big thank you for your continued support and
entrusting Beaconhouse Newlands International School with the education of
your children. This has been especially appreciated over the past 12 weeks
since the implementation of the MCO. It has been a very difficult time for
everyone, adjusting to new ways of living and working. I feel we have stuck
together as a community to ensure the education and well-being of our
children remained our number one priority.
As we move forward we want to maintain our close relationship, that will
ensure bright futures for our children, so they are ready to meet the
challenges they will face in their future lives. School is not just about preparing
students to excel academically; it’s about preparing them for life. We want to
be a big part of your lives and would love to see generations of your family
grow through our school.
It’s vital to deliver our mission and vision, as a school we offer an educational
programme that will offer opportunities for the holistic or all-round
development of each student. High academic achievement is important but
needs to sit alongside the ability to be creative, innovate and solve problems.
Better still when each individual is consistently in a strong state of physical
and mental health.

Is to ensure that students leave
Beaconhouse Newlands
International School confident with
the academic, social and
emotional intelligence to engage
with tomorrow’s big issues. They
will stand ready as global citizens
of the 21st century for a future full
of opportunities.

Choosing the right school is highly important for a child, as school is the only place that can provide all-round development
in the early stages of the growth. School is the place where the foundation stone of a child’s future is laid, so it is important
that school pays proper attention to all the aspects of development for its students. The best schools facilitate not just
academic but all-round development in every sphere of life.
As we move towards the end of this academic year, we begin to plan for the next academic year, so that our programmes
and plans are in place to give our children the best opportunity for a bright future.
At Beaconhouse Newlands International School (BNIS) we ensure all students:
·
Are prepared not only to excel academically but prepare students for life
·
Have the qualifications, skills and competencies to take on the challenges of the 21st century as global citizens
·
Have positive attitudes towards life, remain physically and mentally healthy
·
Are happy and content
As you will be aware, it is my intention working with teachers, students and you as parents to move the school towards
“outstanding” in all aspects of its provision and outcomes. I am confident that by continuing to work together, we can
achieve this. In trying to achieve our goal, it is essential that we have a first class curriculum in place that meets the needs
and aspirations of our students and enables them to achieve their true potential. In a move to further develop and
enhance our curriculum offer to students, we will be making a few important changes to the curriculum and school day for
August 2020.
Below is a summary of the main changes and developments we have planned. In planning these, we have been mindful
of delivering our vision and mission, and supporting families. We recognise how hard you work for your children and we
want to support you. I use an African proverb to explain my philosophy of school leadership. 'It takes a village to raise a
child'. We are all responsible and we need to support each other for the greater good of our children.
More details will follow but I am very excited by this and am genuinely looking forward to BNIS maturing into an
established International School that generations of your family will love and cherish.
Yours sincerely,
Jarlath Madine

FOCUS AREAS
ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS
To sit alongside out world renowned
Cambridge International Education
Awards we are implementing the
Hanyu Shuiping Kaoshi (HSK)
translated as the Chinese Proficiency
Test used in China, is the standardised
test of Standard Chinese language
proficiency of China for non-native
speakers such as foreign students and
overseas Chinese. This qualification
will support university and job
applicants for our students.
If you have any specific qualifications
your children will need for their home
country please discuss this with us as
we may be able to support you in some
way.

TRANSPORTATION

EXPATRIATE
STAFF
As things for the Education Sector
return to normal and the border reopens
hopefully later in the year, it is our
intention to appoint more expatriate staff
in a number of positions across the
schools. This in addition to the
appointment of a new Head Of Primary
starting from this August.

BUILDING
We will be constructing a new Early
Years Centre for our very young
students adjacent to the school café.
The location will now be in a more
appropriate location with access to the
outside environment. The swimming
pool will also be covered with shading.

We are also offering a school transport
service to and from school and there
will be a selection of routes and pick-up
points.

SCHOOL FEES
Everything comes at a cost and more
details of costs of transport etc. will be
shared with you later, so you will have
a clear picture of your annual costs. We
see costs more as an investment, with
the long term dividends being the
success of your children.
In line with our International School’s
Strategy alongside our future
expansion plans in Klang and Rawang,
we have realigned our school fees with
our Sri Inai International School.
Please see table below for the fee
structure for the next academic year
2020/21.

SCHOOL DAY &
SUPPORTING
FAMILIES
In order to facilitate these important
changes that we believe will help us to
move the school forward, we will
be making some changes to the school
timings. We also recognise families with
both parents working and we have made
these changes to support you. The
school day will be organised to facilitate
time for academic and co-curricular
developments as well as after school
activities. Students will be able to
complete their homework and revise for
exams. We will also facilitate early dropoff and late pick-up with the opportunity to
buy breakfast and a snack at the end of a
long day.

CURRICULUM
ENHANCEMENT
Learning to play a musical instrument
will become part of the music
curriculum for all students. More use of
digital technology across all subjects
These packages will enhance learning
in school and at home All students from
a certain age will have their personal
device to use in school and at home.
Primary students will spend more time
in class with their Home Room
Teacher. Research and experience
shows that young children learn better
when they do not have so many
teachers. This is also in line with
international expectations and
standards.
There will be focus on helping students
at every stage of school education
develop outstanding transferable skills,
including critical thinking, research and
collaboration. This approach places
academic study in a practical, realworld context.
The Cambridge Global Perspective
programme will form the foundation of
this approach. It taps into the way
today’s students enjoy learning,
including group work, seminars,
projects and working with other
students around the world.

WIDER COCURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES
We are refining our After Schools
Programme by introducing the Junior
Award Scheme for Schools and The
Duke of Edinburgh International Award.
Students will develop new skills, keep
active, take part in adventurous
activities, and help others by becoming
involved in charity work. All of these
activities will be logged and can lead to
the prestigious Duke of Edinburgh
International Award.

FOCUS AREAS
TIMETABLE
We have reduced the lesson time from
60 minutes to 55 minutes. This is to
facilitate Form Time / Home Room
Time every day.
The frequency of lessons for each
IGCSE subject has increased from 2 to
3 per week. This will ensure enough
time to cover course content, despite
any school closures or absenteeism
due to sickness for example.

COMMUNITY
Our school can be more successful
with close links with our parent and
local community. We plan to have a
Parent Teacher Group and organise
some social events such as a Family
Fun Day or a Welcome Back BBQ for
example. We also plan to host some
coffee mornings where we will deliver
talks on an aspect of our educational
provision. Parents can also become
involved in the House System. For
example, next year, each House will
adopt a charity to support. Parents,
students and staff can work together in
fund raising and raising awareness for
worthy causes.

QUALITY
ASSURANCE
It is one thing for us to believe we are
a very good school. It is essential we
have external verification. This year we
will begin our application for
membership of the Council of
International Schools. Membership and
accreditation of CIS is a sign of
excellence and reassurance for every
student enrolled in the school and
member of staff working in the school.

The new school curriculum and school day will enable us as a school, to provide greater
stretch and challenge, alongside support and intervention for our students. The
curriculum model is highly innovative and responsive to the needs and aspirations of our
students.
We are looking forward with great anticipation, to what we believe will be a very bright
future for all of our students, in terms of opportunity, progress and achievement that can
be obtained through these changes to the curriculum, and by working together with our
students and you as parents to make them a success.

NEW FEE STRUCTURE

